Comparative Analysis of Recent Challenges in Europe

Timm Beichelt

The perceived crisis of Europe is often discussed as a genuine crisis of the European Union
(EU). This class takes a different focus in looking at recent challenges the European continent
has been facing. These consist in coping with fiscal globalization, in managing migration to and
within Europe, and in trying to keep up the welfare state. Each of these fields will be analysed
in a comparative perspective, taking into account different sets of European countries both
from within and outside of the EU. One statement to be discussed during the seminar is that
traditional nation states in Europe might not be better off in facing contemporary challenges
on their own. In that sense, the real crisis of the EU may still be a better option than its
disintegration or even complete dissolution.

GRADING:

Home essay (8 pp.) 333 %
1 presentation (10 minutes) 333%
Participation/Engagement 333 %
TERMS

Presence

Students are requested to attend to classes in order to get graded. More than one absence
will automatically lower your final grade after your point total is calculated, unless you can
document that all the absences are related to an illness and/or official university event. For
each additional absence your final grade will be lowered by 1/3 (a B becomes a B-, etc.). Late
arrival and early departure will not be tolerated.

Policy on Academic Integrity. Students who violate University rules on scholastic dishonesty
are subject to disciplinary penalties, including failure in the course and/or dismissal from the
University. Since such dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the
University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.

Your writing must be your own work. If you plagiarize egregiously on an assignment, you
will fail the course. Simple rule of thumb: “If you use words or ideas that are not your own you
must cite your sources. Otherwise you will be guilty of plagiarism.”
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